It is becoming clear that nutritional status can markedly influence the course of malignant disease, but to date the precise mechanisms have not been clearly elucidated. This book provides a comprehensive review of the nutritional aspects of cancer that relate to possible aetiology, dietary status, treatment and prevention. Experimental evidence is presented, showing the influence of various dietary factors on the rate of growth and, perhaps more important, on the aetiology of certain tumours, notably breast and colon. The problem of the cause and effect of malignant cachexia is complex and, perhaps for this reason, the section relating to biochemical abnormalities is not covered as adequately as are the subjects of the other 2 sections. The final section discusses the various methods of improving nutritional status with dietary supplements, and this should particularly appeal to all those concerned in managing patients with malignant disease. The book should appeal to both relevant nursing and medical staff, and also to research workers concerned with this particular aspect of cancer.
P This book contains a series of collected papers that were presented at the 10th International Congress of Chemotherapy in Zurich in 1977. The first section contains some experimental studies relating to immunotherapy, but unfortunately because of the complexity of this particular subject the information presented will be of value only to a specialist in this field. The next 2 sections relate to adjuvant chemotherapy and chemotherapy particularly of the lymphomas. In general, each is a short presentation describing collective series of work that have now been published in more detail elsewhere. A review of gastro-intestinal cancer follows and this illustrates well the practical difficulties associated with the chemotherapy of this disease. The final section deals with the treatment of breast cancer, and here the standard of presentation of the articles is considerably better than in the previous sections.
With the exception of the last section, the majority of the articles have since been published in reputable journals that are presumably read by people involved in the treatment of cancer, and it is therefore difficult to justify the purchase of this volume by an individual. It would, however, be of value as a reference work in appropriate libraries.
P Fifty years ago, Woglom wrote a review which, with precise aim and a razor-sharp wit, severed the jugular vein of tumour immunology. The wound was not fatal but the subject was anaemic for a very long time. The much needed transfusion, the unequivocal demonstration of tumourspecific transplantation antigens in some animal tumours, occurred in the 1950s and the topic has been thriving ever since, as much in the clinic as in the laboratory. This book, number 6 in an excellent series, is a comprehensive, detailed and timely appraisal of what clinical cancer immunotherapy has achieved so far, and it spills quite a lot of blood. It is all there. In nearly 700 pages the world's clinical experience (since the 1950s) is described by most of the world's experts. The editor has provided the ideal forum for them and for a long hard look at the claims thev make for this fashionable mode of treatment.
Each section starts with a chapter on the natural historv and conventional management of each disease to be discussed. Divided into 6 such sections. it deals in turn with malignant melanoma, lung cancer. osteogenic sarcoma. the acute leukaemias. gastrointestinal tumours and finallv carcinoma of the breast. This was a particularly bright idea since these chapters are excellent reviews and the detailed descriptions of the results of immunotherapy which follow are seen in perspective, and in many cases not seen to advantage.
Published symposia are frequentlv marred bv verbatim transcripts of discussions which rarelv convev much except the egos of the participants. This This interesting little book will be welcomed by cell biologists. biochemists. and cancer workers wishing to keep in touch with recent developments in DNA recombination research. It consists of 18 mini-reviews concerning the mechanism and biological significance of DNA recombination and integration which were presented at a Colloquium at Mosbach. April 1977. As with all proceedings of meetings, the information presented reflects the views of the authors and there is no space in a book of this size for conflicting arguments. Rather the organizers have brought together a group of leading authorities to summarize the most exciting facets of recombination research in different biological systems.
The biochemistry of recombination is described for E. coli phages T4 (3Mosig) and A (Nash) and the control of A integration by Ptashne. The mutational properties and genetic structure of phage MIu (van de Putte) and the transposable elements, transposons
